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TheHonorableToddApo, Chair 2
andMembersoftheCity Council 0

HonoluluCity Council
530 SouthKing Street,Room202
Honolulu,Hawaii 96813

Re~ Support for FY10 Budget for theMayor’s Office of EconomicDevelopment

Bill 15 0)2 ExecutiveOperatingBudget

DearChairApo andMembersof theCityCouncil:

I amwriting this letter on behalfof OutriggerEnterprisesGroup.

Our economyis in a seriousrecession. Tourism,ournumberoneindustry, is in a crisis
modeandit is imperativethatleadershipefforts bemadenow to reviveandmaintainthe
industryasmuch andas quickly aspossible.

Reducingpublic funding for tourism marketingwill be unthinkablefor the next several
years, regardlessof the searchfor ways to find moneyduring thesehardtimes. That is
becausetourismmarkctingis an investmentin jobs, future tax revenues,and economic
well beingfor everyonein the state.

We stronglysupportMayorHannernaxm’sproposalto work with the visitor industryand
our neighbor island county mayors to support tourism and help accelerateHawaii’s
economicrecovery. Through the Council of Mayors, they are coming together and
joining with the private sector to establisha statewidespecial tourismmarketingThud.
MayorHannemannis proposinga nominal amountfor Honolulu of only $100,000. He
hasalreadysecured$100,000from a local bank to increaseHonolulu’s contributionto
theeffort andwill work to raiseadditionalfunds.

One of the programsto be executedwith this special tourism marketingfund is a 4-
CountyMayorsWestCoastcampaignin conjunctionwith HVCS andall county visitors
bureausto boostvisitor arrivalsto benefit our countiesfrom our largestsourcemarkets
on the West Coast. This type of promotionalcampaignhas historically proven to be
successfulin generatingasurgeofbookings
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We urge you to support this project and thank you for your continuedsupport for the
tourismindustryduring theseeconomicallychallengingtimes.

Mahalo,

WDPC/cc


